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Just last week, at COP 27, President 

Biden doubled down on this proposal 
and announced even more burdensome 
requirements on U.S. oil and gas 
sources. Meanwhile, Americans were 
pumping away their paychecks as 
prices for gas and home heating sky-
rocketed. 

This administration needs to refocus 
its priorities by increasing domestic 
energy production, expediting pipeline 
permitting, and abandoning burden-
some rulemakings that are harming 
American agriculture. 

Let’s face facts. America’s farm fam-
ilies and consumers have struggled 
with fractured supply chains, sky-
rocketing input costs, and historic lev-
els of inflation, economic woes exacer-
bated by congressional Democrats’ ex-
cessive spending and the Biden admin-
istration’s burdensome regulatory 
agenda. Under this administration, 
farm production expenses are up nearly 
$80 billion, led by an 84 percent, or $21 
billion, increase in fertilizer expenses 
and a 65 percent increase in fuel ex-
penses. 

As the Biden administration’s self-in-
flicted energy crisis surges into a die-
sel shortage, they continually pass the 
buck by blaming domestic energy pro-
ducers. 

Further, Biden’s regulatory assault 
destroys any incentive for domestic en-
ergy producers to invest in energy in-
frastructure, which worsens energy 
market volatility and increases costs 
for vital farm inputs such as diesel fuel 
and fertilizer. 

In October 2022, EIA reported the dis-
tillate fuel oil inventory at 106 million. 
This is the lowest stock since 2008; the 
lowest stock for this time of the year 
since 1982; and, in some regions, the 
lowest inventory since 1950. 

Diesel fuel is used every day to power 
farm and ranch equipment and deliver 
goods to the marketplace. This Biden- 
inflicted diesel crisis further exacer-
bates record inflation, skyrocketing 
farm input costs, and consumer prices. 
The national average price for diesel 
fuel per gallon is $5.36 a gallon, an in-
crease of $1.71, or 50 percent, from this 
time just last year. 

By gambling away American energy 
and resource independence in the name 
of climate change, the Biden adminis-
tration has harmed the very industry, 
U.S. agriculture, that contributes to 13 
percent of the annual greenhouse gas 
sequestration. 

Just this past summer, President 
Biden went to the Saudis and begged 
OPEC+ to increase production. Instead 
of relying on our adversaries and ask-
ing them to produce more, we should 
be focused on the responsible develop-
ment of America’s own abundant nat-
ural resources. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have solu-
tions focused on reversing industry- 
crushing regulations and market sig-
nals, unleashing production of crude 
oil, streamlining permitting and envi-
ronmental review processes, and re-
storing refining capacity. 

We must reverse this self-inflected 
crisis and unleash our domestic energy 
production. 

f 

DELIVERING STUDENT DEBT 
RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Ms. BUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, St. Louis 
and I rise today in full support of 
President Biden’s student debt relief 
plan in the face of Republican efforts 
to block economic relief for millions of 
people. 

The $1.9 trillion student debt crisis 
has cost people more than just money. 
It has stripped countless people of the 
opportunity to start a family, buy a 
home, start a business, or further their 
education. 

My office has been collecting heart-
breaking stories from constituents 
across Missouri’s First District about 
how student debt relief would impact 
their lives for the better. Here are 
some of their stories. 

Michelle H. writes: ‘‘The ongoing 
gloom and constant worry of student 
loan debt will lessen significantly. 
Even if some of the debt I have accu-
mulated through student loans was for-
given, my entire quality of life will 
drastically increase, and my mental 
health would also increase. This would 
be absolutely life-changing.’’ 

Amy V. notes: ‘‘We will be able to 
buy a house, my first mortgage. This 
will allow me to pay off other bills and 
increase my credit score. I cannot af-
ford the monthly payment of over $900 
per month.’’ 

Alison M. writes: ‘‘I have been swim-
ming in debt since I graduated college 
with a degree and a job. At one point, 
I couldn’t even afford to move out of 
my parents’ because my student loans 
were over $1,000. Sallie Mae ruined my 
credit score, and now that I finally 
have somewhat of a stable income. If 
this debt relief comes through, I can 
actually see a light at the end of still 
a long tunnel. But, before, I never even 
thought there was such a light.’’ 

These are just three of the 43 million 
borrowers who are depending on trans-
formative student debt relief measures 
that will change their lives forever. 

I share my own personal story of my 
journey grappling with immense stu-
dent loan debt. As a single mom of two, 
working an hourly job that made less 
than $10 an hour, even after working 
there for 10 years, I struggled to pro-
vide for my family and myself. I knew 
I needed a change, a career change, but 
that meant I would need to go back to 
school and that I would ultimately 
incur student debt. 

I thought that once I graduated and 
got a steady job, I would be able to pay 
it back quickly. So, I enrolled in nurs-
ing school, took out loans, and a few 
years later, I was a registered nurse. 

b 1030 
For the most part, everything went 

as I expected, and it wasn’t until I was 

faced with that first payment that I re-
alized just how astronomical this debt 
burden became. Even with a job that 
paid more money than I had ever made 
before, it still felt impossible to be able 
to pay it off. 

Ultimately, I was able to pay off my 
student loans, but it took years. Dur-
ing those years I struggled to pay these 
loans, I faced multiple eviction notices 
and was evicted, had difficulty feeding 
my two babies and affording childcare 
as I worked long and odd hours as a 
nurse. It was hard, and at times it felt 
impossible. I would have welcomed 
debt relief, and it is why I am pushing 
so hard to remove that economic bur-
den for current and future generations. 

Education should be affordable, equi-
table, and accessible to absolutely ev-
eryone. It should lead to prosperity and 
opportunity, not debt. 

I share these stories with you, my 
colleagues, and implore us all to con-
tinue supporting the Biden administra-
tion in backing down the dark money 
and right-wing attacks on student debt 
relief and to continue standing with 
borrowers by extending the payment 
pause beyond December 31st and using 
every single legal authority to deliver 
student debt relief. We have a responsi-
bility and an obligation to cancel stu-
dent debt now. 

f 

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME AND 
KANSAS FOOD AID LEGACY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank the American farmer and to 
deliver the 15th installment of my farm 
bill impact series. 

The United States is the most food– 
secure country in the world thanks to 
the strength and determination of 
American farmers, ranchers, and agri-
culture producers. With America’s ro-
bust resources, we have been com-
mitted to ensuring food security at 
home and around the world, and Kan-
sas has been on the cutting edge of 
that effort for nearly a century. 

In September of 1953, Peter O’Brien, a 
farmer from Cheyenne County, Kansas, 
stood up at his local county farm bu-
reau meeting to share an idea. He 
wanted to use Kansas grain to help 
hungry people around the world. Over 
the next several months, today’s Food 
for Peace program was crafted. The fol-
lowing year, one of Kansas’ favorite 
sons, President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
signed parts of the program into law. 
That was the beginning of what is now 
a longstanding Kansas tradition of 
commitment, care, and leadership in 
the international effort to address 
global hunger. 

Two weeks ago, I hosted David 
Beasley, the executive director of the 
World Food Programme, in Kansas for 
an event to thank the American farm-
er. Executive Director Beasley had just 
been in Egypt, Ethiopia, and Rome, but 
he came to Kansas because he under-
stands the impact that farmers in my 
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State have had on international food 
aid. American farmers use their re-
sources to feed, fuel, and clothe the 
world, which is no small task. It takes 
grit, determination, and a strong part-
nership between the public and private 
sectors. The World Food Programme 
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020, and 
it is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization specializing in using 
American-grown commodities for 
international food assistance. It is a 
great example of what we can accom-
plish when public-private partnerships 
thrive. 

Now, with the 2023 reauthorization of 
the farm bill upon us, we see that the 
Kansas legacy of international food aid 
is alive and well. Today, our country 
administers in-kind food assistance 
primarily through farm bill programs, 
such as the Bill Emerson Humanitarian 
Trust and the McGovern-Dole Food for 
Education Program, just to name two. 
These programs have an especially 
strong return on investment because 
they support American agriculture pro-
ducers today while greatly reducing 
the need for conflict or war-related dol-
lars tomorrow. In the long run, these 
programs save the American taxpayer 
money. We know that when food ra-
tions are accessible in developing coun-
tries, conflict decreases. International 
food aid is, therefore, a way to stop 
wars before they start. 

I have the privilege and responsi-
bility of advocating for Kansas’ top pri-
orities in the farm bill. That means 
protecting crop insurance, promoting 
trade, and ensuring that any oversight 
within the bill doesn’t needlessly hand-
cuff American producers with red tape. 
Congress must also ensure that inter-
national food aid programs remain 
strong in the farm bill. Around the 
world today, hungry people facing star-
vation in emergency situations rely on 
American farmers, who have provided 
nutrition in the place of starvation, 
created careers of dignity in the place 
of aimlessness, and secured peace in 
the place of war. 

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm 
bill impact series and highlight more 
programs and titles within the bill that 
I believe Congress must understand and 
support to ensure that agriculture 
thrives in America. The people who 
feed, fuel, and clothe us all deserve our 
unwavering support. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT JOHN JONES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Chief Master Ser-
geant John Jones of Utica, New York, 
who retired in October of this year 
after nearly 30 years of full-time serv-
ice in the Air National Guard. 

Chief Master Sergeant John A. Jones 
entered the Air Force in August of 1993, 
serving in ever-increasing positions of 

responsibility over the next 29 years, 
culminating in his most recent posi-
tion as superintendent of the 174th 
Maintenance Operations Flight at Han-
cock Field Air National Guard Base in 
Syracuse, New York. 

Chief Jones started his career at 
Dover Air Force Base in Delaware as 
an airlift aircraft maintenance spe-
cialist, where he maintained the C–5 
Galaxy. He accumulated hundreds of 
flying hours in both peacetime and 
combat missions. 

He transitioned to the 174th Fighter 
Wing of the New York Air National 
Guard in 1997, serving 9 years as an at-
tack controls systems specialist and 
electronic integrated systems spe-
cialist. In those roles, he maintained 
critical electronic systems of the F–16 
Fighting Falcon. 

In 2006, Chief Jones moved to the 
Maintenance Group Quality Assurance 
office as the avionics inspector, even-
tually serving as the chief inspector 
and superintendent. 

Chief Jones deployed multiple times 
to the European and Middle Eastern 
theaters of operation in service of our 
country to support Operations Delib-
erate Force, Southern Watch, Noble 
Eagle, and Enduring Freedom. 

Chief Jones was also instrumental in 
the modernization of New York’s Air 
National Guard fleet, including playing 
a pivotal role overseeing the aircraft 
conversion from the F–16 Fighting Fal-
con to the MQ–9 Reaper. 

I have come to personally know Chief 
Jones through his dedicated work as 
the New York Wing commander of the 
Civil Air Patrol, a program I care deep-
ly about and have consistently sup-
ported as a Member of Congress and 
also as a member of the New York 
State Assembly. My son, Trey, who is a 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy 
and a Marine officer, was once a young 
man in the Civil Air Patrol’s cadet pro-
gram. 

I saw firsthand how Civil Air Patrol’s 
educational program and leadership 
training lit a spark within him that 
played a role in propelling him to serve 
our Nation. CAP continues to do the 
same for young men and women across 
our country. 

I had the opportunity recently to ex-
plore just how the Civil Air Patrol’s 
New York Wing conducts disaster relief 
missions when I joined Chief Jones and 
his cadets for a training session in 
Rome, New York. I saw young cadets 
experience their first flights and was 
able to ride in a Civil Air Patrol plane 
myself. 

Thank you to Chief Jones for his ex-
perience as well as decades of service 
to our community and our Nation. I 
wish him the very best in retirement, 
and I am confident he will continue to 
find ways to give back to our region 
and continue to empower and inspire 
leaders of the next generation. 

SUPPORTING DELPHI SALARIED RETIREES 
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to call upon the Senate to quick-
ly pass the Susan Muffley Act, which 

you may remember passed this body 
earlier this year with strong bipartisan 
support. 

Under the Obama administration, the 
Delphi salaried retirees had their pen-
sion benefits slashed, while unionized 
hourly workers received their full ben-
efits. This was an injustice to the Del-
phi salaried retirees that must be rem-
edied, and it was the fault of the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, a 
Federal program. 

The Susan Muffley Act, led by Con-
gressman DAN KILDEE and Congress-
man MIKE TURNER, would fully restore 
the Delphi salaried retirees’ full pen-
sion benefits with backpay. 

I was honored to support this legisla-
tion when it passed the House of Rep-
resentatives in July. Thank you to all 
of my colleagues across the aisle and 
everyone who recognized this grave in-
justice and supported these hard-
working people who deserve these bene-
fits restored. 

Now, the Senate must pass this legis-
lation before it expires at the end of 
this year. The Delphi group has been 
fighting for almost 15 years to correct 
this wrong, and it would be a travesty 
if they lost this battle. 

That is why I am calling on Senate 
leadership and all the Senators to 
bring the Susan Muffley Act to the 
floor, to support it, and to include it in 
their end-of-year work this legislative 
session. Together, we can make the 
Delphi employees whole and can right 
this wrong and this terrible injustice 
to these hardworking Americans who 
just did their job and paid into their 
own pension system and were not able 
to receive the benefits that were the 
fruits of their labor. 

f 

REMEMBERING DEPUTY JAMES 
LEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to remember the life of Jef-
ferson County Sheriff’s Officer Deputy 
James Lee, who tragically passed away 
on July 9, leaving behind a legacy of 
service to Jefferson County. 

Deputy Lee was a marine who started 
with the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in 1973 and was 71 years old when 
he passed away. 

He was known as someone who en-
joyed going to work to protect his com-
munity, who was tough but always 
showed compassion. 

He leaves behind a wife and son, who 
will follow in his father’s footsteps at 
the sheriff’s office. Though he may be 
gone, I know that Deputy Lee is still 
watching over his beloved community 
and family. 

Please join me in recognizing the ex-
traordinary life and service of Deputy 
James Lee. 

HONORING PAT HALLISEY 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to honor the retirement of a 
local leader and dedicated public serv-
ant who I am proud to call a friend, the 
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